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THE
(F)AMILY (A)FFAIRS (N)EWSLETTER
FORWARD THIS OR PASS IT AROUND
TO AS MANY GLBTI-FAMILY MEMBERS AS POSSIBLE.
THE MORE FOLKS WHO TAKE PART, THE BETTER.
1 MAY 2008
NEWSLETTER NEWS, NOTES & REMINDERS:
(NEWS #1:) 1 recently leamed about two new social groups for men in the southem part of Maine. You can check them out in the
SOCIAL GROUPS (MORE THAN 50 MILES FROM BANGOR) category: GetOut (PORTLAND and OGUNQUIT) and also
Guy2Guy (BRUNSWICK and LEWISTON/AUBURN)
(NEWS #2:) 3rd Annual Dyke March, in Portland. Friday, June 13, 7:00 pm, leaves from Monument Square. Sponsored by
EqualityMaine. Afterparty 9:00 pm at the North Star Cafe (225 Congress St). FMI contact portlanddykemarch@gmail.com
(NEWS #3:) lt's not like 1 (your editor) need any other diversions in my lite, but for some reason l've lately been taken with a bug for
cryptoquip puzzles. Those are the short word puzzles where a saying, either a famous quote of some kind or a funny little quip,
are encoded using a simple letter-for-letter substitution. The goal of "solving" the puzzle, of course, is to decode it and read the
saying. Weil, l've always enjoyed solving them and recently figured out that they are very easy to make. So, as your
publisher/editor, l've decided to start something new in The FAN ... purely for fun. ln each issue of The FAN there will now be a
cryptoquip that I have written. (l'm going to call them CYBER-QUIPS because I don't know if the term "cryptoquip" is copyrighted in
any way.) The solution to each quip will be printed in the following issue of The FAN. For those of you who like puzzles (or have
nothing better to do), take a shot at it and have fun. The rest of you, just skip over it.
(NEWS #4:) Southern Maine Pride. This year's Southern Maine Pride events will be held on Saturday, June 21, and will include
the annual PRIDE Parade, PRIDE Festival, and PRIDE Pier Dance. FMI check the web site at www.southernmaineprjde.org
(NEWS #5:) Thirtieth Annual GAYLA gay men's conference in Saco, will be held at Ferry Beach on July 12 -19 (Saturday Saturday)
For gay or bisexual men, fighting to make our way in the "straight man's world" can sometimes be a very lonely and often perilous
joumey. As we have discovered in our "coming out" process, there is no ready-made role model or single template for us to follow
as we strive to make progress in our life-long joumey toward becoming the best gay or bi man we can possibly be-spiritually,
sexually, emotionally, and physically. ln an effort to be successful and safe in our quest, many thoughtful gay and bisexual men
have realized that we can maximize our persona!, as well as collective growth, by forming a community or a brotherhood of men
expressly designed to provide mutual support, nurturance, friendship, loving, and mentoring of one another.
Thirty years ago the GAYLA Conference was established at Ferry Beach as one of the earliest communities of gay brotherhood in
the United States. During the week of July 12-19, 2008 more than 100 diverse gay and bisexual men will celebrate the spirit of 30
years of brotherhood, as they reunite in GAYLA's intentional community. Over the years hundreds of men from Maine to Texas,
Florida to Canada, and from Scotland to Hong Kong have corne to the Beach to rekindle friendships, renew their gay spirituality, find
love, and experience the re-creation of a community of purpose and brotherhood. For thirty years, the spirit of GAYLA brotherhood
has continued to be a very important persona! touchstone in the growth of all the men who have attended. Sustaining the spirit of

